Newsletter
October 2013
Issue 18
National Lottery Awards—So Close…!
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B

ack in June it was announced that
St.James’ Park had been nominated
for a National Lottery Award, and from
over 900 applications, had made it into
the final 7 projects in the Environment
category, with the tantalising prospect of
not only winning a trophy and £2000 for
the Park, but of being represented on a
BBC 1 programme to be broadcast
nationally this Autumn.

The results were announced in August—
national charity Sustrans were voted as
Environment category winners, but
St.James' Park took a very strong second
place, with over twice as many votes as
the third-placed entry, and as a result will
be awarded a runners-up trophy.

St.James' Park was up against very stiff
competition, and we should all be very
proud that our local community project
From a standing start, and with help from took second place in a national poll.
Southampton City Council, FoSJP geared
Many thanks to all those who supported
up a publicity campaign to garner public
St.James' Park's application—organising
votes via posters, videos, websites,
publicity, filming and
Facebook, Twitter, and word of mouth to
editing videos, telling
family, friends, and colleagues. Some of
others about it—and
us gained video filming and editing skills
of course to all of you
in a hurry, helped by some of our
who took the time to
younger members—the results can still
vote for our Park!
be seen on our website.

Crafty Saturdays

Summer Events...

Starting soon...

Plant Party in the Park, June 2013

F

D

REE monthly drop-in craft
sessions for children.

FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
10.00AM-11.30AM
OUTSIDE THE PARKLIFE CAFÉ
(in Community Room if wet)
Look out for posters at the
ParkLife Café and information
on the FoSJP website soon!
These sessions will be run by
FoSJP, and funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

espite blustery weather more suited to
March, hundreds of people came to
St.James’ Park in June to take part in a Plant Party
to celebrate the coming of summer—which did
finally turn up this year!
Voxpop Choir from Hampshire
entertained everyone from
underneath the Gazebo with a
selection of songs both old and
new, whilst families relaxed on
the grass.
Visitors were also able to take part in a variety of
plant‑related activities, with face and hand
painting, a Leaf Trail, “Make a Garden on a
Biscuit”, “Plant a Seed” with the FoSJP Gardening
Team, and a fun plant-based quiz.
Mayfield Nurseries were also on hand to sell a
variety of plants.

www.fosjp.org.uk

www.facebook.com/fosjp

Committee News
Volunteers Needed...!

W

elcome to Mike
Sanderman who was
voted onto the FoSJP
Committee at our AGM in
May, taking responsibility for
Environmental activities. Mike
is very active in the FoSJP
Gardening Team, and can be
seen in the video on their
page on the FoSJP website.

We’re still looking out for
further committee members,
in particular a Press Officer,
coordinators for Events and
Sports in the Park, and to help
in areas such as accounts and
administration.
We still need volunteers to
help put up posters, and
regular cake bakers for
Heritage and other events.
We’re also looking for
someone to support us with
website maintenance and
email systems, and editing
and publishing newsletters - if
you have suitable media skills,
then please contact us.

FriendsSJP@aol.com
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Summer Events (continued)
A Walk on the Wild Side! June 2013

Sports in the Park, August 2013

F

F

ollowing last year's
successful Medicinal and
Edible Plants Walk, Celia Cox
was invited back to
St.James’ Park to lead "A Walk
on the Wild Side!"
This year's walk, part of
the Plant Party in the
Park event, was funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund, and
was attended by 8 adults,
2 children (briefly), and a dog!

Using examples found in the
Park, Celia again shared how
useful wildflower plants have
been in times gone by for
medicinal and food uses. She
also answered questions on how
important individual wildflowers
are for insects.

Bastille Day Picnic, July 2013

T

he Histoire de Francophone society invited everyone to help
them celebrate La Fête Nationale by joining them for a Giant
Picnic in St.James' Park on Sunday 14th July,
with support from FoSJP and ParkLife.

oSJP and the Coxford and District Youth
Project teamed up with help from
DC Cycles and Southampton Solent University to
organise a fun-packed day of sporting activities
in St.James' Park.
Dumbleton Park Youth Workers/Mountain Bike
Instructors brought their portable northshore
track from Shoretrax to the Park and ran
adventure cycling sessions, which went down
really well, with young people queuing all day.
There seemed to be a never-ending football
match, for which thanks go to the Coxford and
District Youth Project's new volunteer Dylan,
and the Arts & Crafts gazebo was also well
received, especially
making juggling balls.
In all over 140 young
people took part in the
various activities.

ParkLife News
Community Coordinator

EU Art in the Park, August-September 2013

W

T

e’re sorry to report that our
Community Coordinator since
May 2012, Jan Carr, has decided to
leave her post for pastures new.
Jan has been responsible for establishing weekly events
such as the ParkLife Job Club and Learn 2 Love
Learning, and courses in First Aid, Food Safety, and
Crafts. She has also helped organise many special
events such as The Big Event and EU Art in the Park
(see right). She will be sadly missed and we wish her
well—thank you, Jan!
We will shortly be advertising for Jan’s successor—keep
an eye out on the FoSJP website and for posters in the
ParkLife Café for details.

Saturday Specials

S

ince July, the Café has been offering
a special breakfast menu every
Saturday from 8.30am to 11.00am—
tasty treats to start the weekend off in style!

he Community Room at
St.James' Park welcomed
more than 40 talented
photographers from the EU
Community to exhibit their
work for two weeks, with a
mix of moody portraiture,
atmospheric scenes, vivid
wildlife, and quirky street
characters forming a 60-image
exhibition and rolling digital
display.

preview evening on Friday
30th August.
There was face painting for
children on Saturday
31st August, local Polish
band Ez Way performed
under the Gazebo on Sunday
1st September, and
the ParkLife Café's menu had
a European flavour
throughout the exhibition.

This exhibition was funded by
Pavel Baran and Dave Adcock
Lankelly Chase as part of the
from EU Welcome worked
project that aims to widen
with ParkLife and FoSJP to
participation in the Park.
engage members of
Southampton's newest
communities in the life of the
Park. The exhibition was
officially opened by the Mayor
of Southampton in a special

Regular Events
Every Monday

1.00pm—3.00pm

ParkLife Job Club

ParkLife Community Room

Every Tuesday

10.00am—12noon

Learn 2 Love Learning

ParkLife Community Room

2nd & 4th Wednesdays of month

1.00pm—3.00pm

FoSJP Gardening Team

outside ParkLife Café

Every Saturday

9.30am—10.10am

Teddy Tennis

Tennis Courts

1st Saturday of month

10.00am—11.30am

Crafty Saturday

outside ParkLife Café

www.fosjp.org.uk

www.facebook.com/fosjp

FriendsSJP@aol.com
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