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WEEKEND TO REMEMBER

100
YEARS AGO

75
YEARS AGO

50
YEARS AGO

25
YEARS AGO

LOOKING BACK
from the Daily Echo archives

■ 1405 Pope Pius II was born. Pope
Gregory XII also died on this day in
1417, as did Pope Pius III, who died in
1503.
■ 1826 The last state lottery was held
in Britain.
■ 1910 The trial of Dr Crippen began at
the Old Bailey.
■ 1922 The British
Broadcasting Company
was officially formed.
■ 1926 Bing Crosby,
pictured, made his first
commercial recording –
I’ve Got The Girl.
■ 1961 Henri Matisse’s Le
Bateau attracted big
crowds when it went on
show in the Museum
of Modern Art in
New York. It was
not until 116,000
people had seen
it, 46 days later,
that someone
noticed it was hang-
ing upside down.
■ 1967 The Soviet

Union successfully sent a space probe
into the atmosphere of the planet Venus
for the first time.
■ 1977 German anti-terror troops
stormed a hijacked Lufthansa airliner at
Magadishu, Somalia, killing three
Palestinian terrorists and freeing all
hostages.
ON THIS DAY LAST YEAR Immigration
minister Phil Woolas came under fire
after calling for a limit on migrants
coming to Britain.
BIRTHDAYS Chuck Berry, rock-

’n’roller, 83; Barry Gifford,
novelist, 63; Martina

Navratilova, tennis
legend, 53; Jean-

Claude Van
Damme, actor, 49;
Wynton Marsalis,

jazz trumpeter,
48; Erin
Moran,
actress, 49;
Michael
Stich, for-

mer tennis
player, 41.

TODAY

TOMORROW

■ 1651 Charles II, defeated by
Cromwell at Worcester, fled to France,
after famously escaping from
Cromwell’s forces by hiding in an oak
tree.
■ 1777 British commander General
Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga in
the American War of
Independence.
1849: Frederic Chopin,

Polish pianist and compos-
er, died of tuberculosis
in Paris, aged 39.
■ 1860 The first profes-
sional golf tournament was
held at Prestwick,
Scotland, and won by
Willie Park.
■ 1899 British
troops defeated
the Boers at
Glencoe.
■ 1931 Mobster
Al Capone,
pictured, was
jailed for 11

years for tax evasion.
■ 1956 Calder Hall in Cumbria,
Britain’s first large-scale atomic energy
station, was opened by The Queen.
■ 1960 The News Chronicle newspaper
ceased publication.
■ 1989 San Francisco was hit by an
earthquake which measured 6.9 on the
Richter scale.
ON THIS DAY LAST YEAR

Conservative leader David
Cameron said PM Gordon

Brown could not hide from his
responsibility for Britain's economic

woes.
BIRTHDAYS Harry

Carpenter, former
sports commentator,

84; Jim Smith, for-
mer footballer and
manager, 69;
Margot Kidder,
actress, 61;
Ziggy Marley,
reggae singer,
41.

HERITAGE REVIEW

News, sport and entertainment that have
shaped lives on these days in history

A GRAND mask and costume carnival
was held at Southampton’s Coliseum,
attracting many guests in a variety of
smart and novel costumes. Among the
most noteworthy outfits were those
depicting a Dutch girl, a nun, Dick
Turpin, the North Pole, and one young
gallant who caused a great deal of
mirth by appearing as a young girl.

A RAF aeroplane crashed in Gosport
after striking a wireless pylon.
Fortunately the pilot and his observer
escaped with only cuts and bruises, for
which they were treated at the Royal
Naval Hospital, Haslar. The plane was
attempting to land at the aerodrome
when a wing struck the pylon causing
the pilot to lose control.

POLICE between Portsmouth and
Southampton were searching for two
saucer-shaped glass domes missing
from the back of a lorry, which was
delivering helicopter tops to the
Saunders Roe Ltd firm at Eastleigh
Airport. The driver checked his load at
Portsmouth, but noticed the items were
missing upon his arrival at the airport.

A GANG who struck in Southampton’s
fruit market notched up the first of the
year’s pre-Christmas seasonal raids in
the city – getting away with about two
tons of nuts. The nuts vanished from
Burgess Webb and Squire’s depot in
Bernard Street. The seasonal haul
bags of Brazils, filberts walnuts and
peanuts.

    £1.5m in funding to give St James’ Park a major
    at the long history of the green jewel of Shirley

hope to publish a book in 2011.
Michaela Lawler-Levene, history

coordinator of Friends of St James'
Park, described researching the
park’s past as a “voyage of discov-
ery”.

“It’s a people’s park full of peo-
ple’s stories,” she said. “The park is
so linked to people’s lives, particu-
larly the happy memories of their
childhood.”

While they have yet to get to the

bottom of why and when the park’s
named changed, one myth has
finally been dispelled.

In 1888 plans were put forward
for a railway link between
Southampton and Manchester
which would have included a train
station at the park.

The line was never built and it
had long been believed that the
park would have been the site of
Shirley’s railway station. 

However, in May a map of the
proposed route came to light that
showed the Didcot, Newbury &
Southampton Railway would have
actually run beside the Shirley
Junior School playground – and
not the park.
● To take part in the Shirley
Heritage Project or for a list of
upcoming history talks taking
place at Shirley Parish Hall go to
fosjp.org.uk.

THE PEOPLE 

  preserved
leather that had fallen off the chair
and devise a treatment that would
return all these fragments to the
right location over the carcass of
the chair.

The goal of conservation is to
maintain the integrity of an object,
and to do that a conservator will
retain as much as possible of the
original material.

The treatment took over 65
hours.

“It was an exciting project to
work on,” said Yvette. “I wonder
what historic events this chair has
witnessed.”

BEFORE... ...AND AFTER


