
IT started with a small group
of parents who just wanted to
be able to enjoy a cup of tea as
their children played in their
local park.

Now one of Southampton’s most popular
parks is set to undergo a transformation
that will make it one of the best in the UK.

Shirley residents are celebrating today
after St James’ Park secured £1.5m in fund-
ing from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the BIG
Lottery Fund and Southampton City
Council.

The grant – one of only six handed out in
the country – is reward for the efforts of the
Friends of St James’ Park.

The local community group was set up in
January 2006 by mums and dads who decid-
ed the park needed basic facilities.

Its membership base swelled to more than
400 and in two months time construction of
a new playground, café, community centre
and gardens will begin.

FoSJP chair Nichola Caveney, a teacher at
Highfield Primary School, said: “This is a
park for the people and it will make such a
difference to the local community for years
to come.”

The futuristic design – which includes a
climbing wall – was inspired by local chil-
dren and created by the international archi-
tecture firm that landscaped Dubai’s world
famous Palm Island.

A former Second World War air raid shel-
ter, which was reopened as a kiosk two years
ago, will become a not-for-profit café run by
the FoSJP.

With a glass extension, Spitfire wing-
shaped glass canopies and searchlight-
themed lighting, the bunker will be
unrecognisable when it reopens next
summer.

The playground will feature a rocky
gorge, water sluice gate, zip wire, 4m-
high slide, skateboard jumps and, of
course, swings.

For the adults there will be botanical
walks, seating, tennis courts, a lookout
point, gazebo and outdoor gym equip-
ment. The plans also include a ranger
base, toilets and two new entrances.

Southampton City Council is con-
tributing £400,000, while the two lottery
funding bodies awarded £1.1m as part of
a national Parks for the People scheme.

The park, which was formerly known
as Shirley Recreation Ground, was
transformed from a gravel pit into a
green oasis in 1907 following a public
petition.

As part of the latest redevelopment,
FoSJP have also received funding to
research the park’s history and to inter-
view residents about their memories.

Their story will be told in a new exhi-
bition, while the group hopes to publish
a book in 2011.
■■ For more on the history of St James’
Park see Saturday’s Daily Echo.
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Honorary doctorate
for green campaigner
GREEN campaigner Jonathon Porritt,
pictured, is to receive an honorary doc-
torate from the University of Winchester
at a graduation ceremony to be held at
the cathedral on October 23.

The doctorate reflects his internation-
al contribution to environmental matters
as well as his campaigning against the
M3 extension through Twyford Down in
the late 1980s and early 1990s.

He is co-founder of Forum for the
Future and until recently was chairman
of the UK Sustainable Development
Commission.

City shop closes
THE recession appears to have
claimed another victim in Winchester
city centre. Zenbu organic hair and
day spa in Jewry Street has closed
and its contents cleared out.

It only opened earlier this year,
replacing the long-established
Winchester Health Food Centre.

SHIRLEY: Area will be transformed into one of best parks in the country

City park to get a
£1.5m makeover

Parents, including Nichola
Caveney, front left, and children in
the playground at St James’ Park. 
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●● To find out what is special about St
James’ Park by logging
onto dailyecho.co.uk
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An artist’s impressions of how the revamped St
James’ Park will look.

How the new play section will
look.


