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Local History Talks

The FoSJP History Research Group is out and about

ecember saw the end of the

fourth series of talks on local
history at Shirley Parish Hall. The next
series will be in the autumn on the
following dates; talks are free and

refreshments are available:

¢ Sunday 6th October
¢ Sunday 3rd November
¢ Sunday 1st December

Look out in our next newsletter and on
the FoSJP website for details of
speakers, one of whom will be Peter
Wardall, sharing his postcard images
of Shirley and Southampton.

As well as giving presentations at the
history talks, FoSJP History Research
Group members have been asked to
give talks at various local groups. It has
been interesting to visit these

and improvements financed by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

On 14th February, at the Lordshill and
Lordswood Historical Society, we gave
a talk entitled “The History of St.James
Park”, which traced the origins of the
land that we now know as the Park,
referenced through almost 1000 years
of history. Since it was Valentine's Day,
a local park love story was also shared.

Talks are usually requested by other
local history groups, but we were also
asked to give a presentation to the
Coxford Residents Association and
Coxford Youth to inspire them in their
own endeavours to improve a local
green space and community centre.

The youngsters were primarily
interested in football, but they

other groups and meet others
with an interest in local history;
invariably we have also
discovered more people with
memories of St.James' Park.

One of our biggest commitments
last year was the Shirley Schools
Centenary which was featured in
an earlier newsletter.

Michaela Lawler-Levene and
Madge Heath were guests of the
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particularly liked the old photos
including the one below of Mrs Freda
Hancock, then Freda Jurd, with her
grandfather and Aunt Millicent.

Freda’s aunt and her mother before
her took in washing at their home on
Laundry Road, which was well known
for the cottage industry service
contracts to large establishments in
Southampton. The family used the
donkey and cart to collect and return
the laundry. Freda recently celebrated
her 90th birthday, so it’s estimated
that this photo was taken in the

| late 1920s or early 1930s.

Earlier this April, members of the
FoSJP History Research Group
Patricia White and Erika Howells
were invited to give a presentation
on Nathaniel and Catherine

| Jefferys to the Millbrook Local

| History Society, and Madge Heath
shared her research into Andrew
Barlow of the Barlow and Ellyett
Homes on Church Street, very near
St.James’ Park.

St.James (Southampton) WI
group.

Forthcoming Out and Abouts...

In November, at the Nursling
and Rownhams History Group,

we gave a talk entitled “The
History and Restoration of
St.James' Park in Shirley”, which
included how the Park's history
has influenced aspects of its
recent programme of restoration

P eter Wardall will be sharing his “Then and Now” exhibition to a new group in
Bassett Green. This is a fascinating visual presentation of his mainly Edwardian
postcard collection compared with their modern day photo equivalents.

For a small donation to FoSJP your local group might benefit from a talk or visual
presentation on Shirley’s local history. For more details contact Michaela
Lawler-Levene via history@fosjp.org.uk.

www.fosjp.org.uk/history
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history@fosjp.org.uk
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Local Groups & Events

Collaborative Work

hose of you with an interest in local history might like to know laywright Johnny Carrington is looking for

about these other groups in Southampton:

¢ Millbrook Local History Society meets on the first Thursday of
each month at 7.30pm at the Church Hall behind Holy Trinity,
Millbrook Road. Their programme of talks can be seen via the
FoSJP website’s History Links page or on the MLHS website Will Mary South’s WW-I postcards or

millbrookhistory.webs.com.

¢ Nursling and Rownhams History Group meets on the second
Thursday of most months, starting between 7.45pm and
8.00pm at the Old Rownhams School, now Rownhams
Community Centre, in Horns Drove. See the village website he Shirley Infant and Junior School

www.nandr.org.uk for more information.

¢ Lordshill and Lordswood Historical Society meets on the
second Thursday of each month in the ground floor lounge at
Manston Court, Lordshill, Southampton, SO16 8HF (behind
Sainsbury's) from 10.30am to 12.00noon. For more Il FoSJP members are invited to take part in
information please call the Chairman, Rev.Robert Sanday, on Hampshire’s Heritage100 Roadshow - see

023 8073 1091.

¢ St.James (Southampton) WI meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at St.James’ Road
Methodist Church in Shirley, Southampton
S015 5HE at 1.30pm for 1.45pm, and
welcomes women of all ages to join them.

Photo Request—We’ve had a request from Alex
Lawrence for photos, old or new, of houses

4 - 11 Wordsworth Road. If you happen to have
any photos of those houses that you’d be willing to
share, we’ll pass them onto Alex. Thank you.

Southampton Memories: People and Places

local true WW-I stories as inspiration for his
next historical play. His prize-winning play
Mitchell’s Wings, based on the life of Spitfire
designer RJ Mitchell, was a resounding success.

Don Smith’s father’s stories from Ypres be the
inspiration Johnny needs? If you have any
stories that might help Johnny, please contact
him via history@fosjp.org.uk.

Centenary Team is keen to capture all the
information and stories recorded with FoSJP at
the June 2012 Centenary and is investigating
producing a joint book.

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/heritage100 for
more information.

Memories of Shirley Wanderers

A group of youngsters from Coxford and Shirley have been
enjoying football coaching sessions in the Park, organised by
Marina Murphy and the ParkLife Café Manager, Paul Salmon.

Paul has been inspired to resurrect the Shirley Wanderers football
team that used to play on Shirley Recreation Ground and is keen
for anyone with memories of that team to pop into the Café in
St.James’ Park to tell him more.

The story behind the Facebook page

R esearch group member and postcard collector

Peter Wardall has really been enjoying a Facebook pictures.

page which features old postcards and photos of

Southampton: so much so that he has shared some of his

own collection and has been communicating with its
founder Ben Waring, who is also Shirley-based.

Peter asked Ben to share a little about the Facebook page  having the opportunity to interact with each other by

for those that might not have seen it.

"I know that I'm preaching to the converted when | say that At the time of writing, almost 10,000 people have taken
history can be addictive. Having seemingly exhausted all part by 'liking' the page, which has led to the sharing of a
conventional means of researching the history of my home, great many photos and recollections of Southampton's

| was conscious that I'd been unable to find even a single past.

old photograph of either the house or the street in which it

has stood since 1914.

In a rare moment of clarity, it occurred to me there must be
countless other history buffs all over Southampton with the
same problem, and perhaps more still who actually had Ben Waring

cupboards full of such

The desire to connect these two groups quickly led me to
create a Facebook page called "Southampton Memories:
People and Places", on which any Facebook user can share
their Southampton photos and memories in one place, also

adding their own comments freely.

Why not join in?

Visit www.facebook.com/SouthamptonMemories to see for
yourself."

www.fosjp.org.uk/history

®
history@fosjp.org.uk
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